Arc 4 Seq 5 | Autopsies &
Accusations

Narrative Purpose

Establish rising dread and the sense that the station's crew is unraveling.

Reveal that the Medic has already been compromised (thralled) after confronting the
Cultist off-screen.

Force the Player into a position of mediator between increasingly unstable NPCs.
Escalate the theme of "everyone is changing except you."

Set up the Commander's later transformation.

Narrative Breakdown

Beat 1 | Another Empty Day

The Player wakes to another cycle with no tasks, no messages, and no obligations. The station
feels stalled — not hostile, just empty. The sense of "nothing to do" becomes its own kind of

pressure.

Camera: Full Control.

Audio: Quiet station hum; occasional distant clank from cooling metal.
Environmental Cues: Lights at half-brightness; no movement in corridors; doors open
sluggishly.

Objective / Task: None. The Player is free to wander.

Player Feedback: None.

Actions:

e The Player can roam anywhere: Command, Engineering, Crew Quarters, Med-Bay, or just
walk the halls.

e No NPC initiates contact.

e The world feels paused, waiting.

e When the Player chooses to enter the medical bay, the sequence continues.



Beat 2 | The Autopsy

The Player enters the medical bay and finds the Medic working over the body of the man she
treated earlier. Additional covered forms lie nearby.

e Camera: Full Control; slight handheld sway for unease.

e Audio: Soft medical equipment hum; faint rhythmic beeps.

e Environmental Cues: Harsh overhead lights; metallic smell implied; several covered
bodies.

e Objective / Task: Speak to the Medic.

e Player Feedback: Subtle heartbeat rumble when approaching the bodies.

Actions:

e The Medic is focused, methodical, strangely calm.

e She explains she's trying to understand what changed the Technician.

e She gestures to the other bodies — recent casualties the Player had previously helped
save.

Dialogue:
44 Medic (focused, distant) "He shouldn't have deteriorated this fast. None of them

should have."
Medic (quiet intensity) "Something changed her. | need to know what."

Beat 3 | Reporting the Situation

The Player decides whether to bring the Medic's behavior to the Technician or the Commander.
The moment is about hesitation, uncertainty, and choosing who feels "safe" to approach.

Camera: Full Control

Audio: Low tension drone
Environmental Cues: None

Objective / Task: Decide who to inform
Player Feedback: Dialogue Ul

Actions:

e The Player considers the Medic's unsettling behavior.
e No NPCs initiate contact; the choice is entirely player-driven.
e Selecting an option immediately transitions to that character's response.



Dialogue:

44 Player Choice Prompt: "Who do you tell?"

Option A — Tell the Technician

e Gameplay: The Player approaches the Technician and reports the Medic's behavior.
e Purpose: Reveal the Technician's unnervingly calm, altered emotional state.
e Transition: Commander must still be informed afterward.

NPC Response (for reference):

44 Technician (calm, airy) "You're making a fun story out of nothing."
Technician (gentle, dismissive) "You worry too much. It's dramatic."”

Option B — Tell the Commander

e Gameplay: The Player goes directly to the Commander.
e Purpose: Trigger the med-bay confrontation path immediately.
e Transition: Proceed to the med-bay with the Commander.

NPC Response (for reference):

44 Commander (tense) "Show me."

Beat 4 | The Standoff

The Commander and Player enter the med-bay. The Medic is still working, surrounded by bodies.
Her demeanor is sharper, eyes fixed on patterns only she sees.

Camera: Slightly tighter FOV for tension.

Audio: Rising low-frequency hum.

Environmental Cues: Overhead lights flicker; shadows lengthen.
Objective / Task: Witness the confrontation.

Player Feedback: Subtle controller vibration when tension spikes.

Actions:



Medic turns, startled, then accusatory.

She insists the Commander is "one of them."

She reaches for something on her workstation.

e The Commander reacts instantly.

e The Medic goes down abruptly, the room falling silent.

Dialogue:

44 Commander (firm, authoritative) "Medic. Stand down. That's an order." Medic
(focused, strained) "l can't. Not yet. I'm close to understanding what happened
to the Technician." Commander (sharper) "You're done for today. Step away.
Now." Medic (sudden shift, accusatory) "No... no, you don't get to stop this.
You're one of them."

Beat 5 | Aftermath and Escort

The Medic is down but conscious, the room still humming with the tension of what just happened.
The Commander turns to the Player , shaken and demanding clarity. Once the Player explains, the
Commander orders them to escort the Medic to the brig while he goes to confront the Cultist. The
escort itself is slow, uneasy, and filled with the Medic's unsettling certainty that she was close to
solving the Technician's "problem."

e Camera: Full Control; slow walk speed once escort begins.

e Audio: Medical equipment hum fading into echoing footsteps; distant structural groans.

o Environmental Cues: Harsh med-bay lighting giving way to dim hallway lights that
subtly flicker as they pass.

e Objective / Task: Explain the situation, then escort the Medic to the brig.

e Player Feedback: Dialogue Ul; subtle tension rumble during escort.

Actions:

Commander demands an explanation from the Player .

The Player provides their account.

Commander processes it, still rattled.

He orders the Player to take the Medic to the brig.

Commander leaves to confront the Cultist.

The Player escorts the Medic through dim corridors.

e The Medic speaks softly, convinced she was close to understanding the Technician's
change.

e She insists she only needed more time.

Dialogue:



Commander (angry, shaken) "Explain. Now."

Player (explains)

Commander (firm) "Get her to the brig. I'll deal with the Cultist."
Medic (calm, resigned) "If they'd let me finish... | could have fixed her.
Medic (soft) "You'll see. Eventually."

Beat 6 | Commander Missing

The Player returns to Command. The Commander is gone.

Camera: Full Control.

Audio: Empty deck ambience.

Environmental Cues: One console left active, unattended.
Objective / Task: Speak to remaining crew.

Player Feedback: None.

Actions:

e Technician doesn't know where he is.
e Cultist claims ignorance.

Dialogue:

44 Technician (mild confusion) "He didn't say anything to me."
Cultist (pleasant) "l haven't seen him."

Beat 7 | Thrall Commander Returns

Later, the Commander returns — calm, composed, wrong.

Camera: Slight zoom-in on his face.

Audio: Low, resonant hum.

Environmental Cues: Lights stabilize unnaturally as he enters.
Objective / Task: Receive new order.

Player Feedback: None.

Actions:

e Commander requests the Player escort the Medic back to med-bay.
e His tone is unnervingly serene.



Dialogue:

44« Commander (soft, steady) "It's time to return her to her duties."

Branches:

e If the Player refuses, the Commander does it next cycle.

Narrative Intent

Reveal the Medic's thralldom through behavior, not exposition.

Show the Player that the crew is being compromised one by one.

Establish the Commander's transformation as inevitable and chilling.

Reinforce the theme of pacification and routine as tools of the artifact's influence.
Push the Player into deeper isolation and mistrust.
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